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WHEN JOHNNY
TAKEs THE

TEST

By Melanie K. Fields, Sarah H . Leslie, and Anita B . Hoge

I

t is commonly known that the Chi-
nese government keeps a "dangan"
on its citizens . As The Mew York
Times INTERNATIONAL explains,

the dangan is a "file opened on each
urban citizen when he or she enters ele-
mentary school, and it shadows the per-
son throughout life, moving on to high
school, college, employer ." It is further
explained that " . . . the dangan [file] con-
tains political evaluations that affect ca-
reer prospects and permission to leave
the country . . . the file is kept by one's
employer. The dangan affects promo-
tions and job opportunities . . . any pro-
spective employer is supposed to
examine an applicant's dangan before
making hiring decisions ."I

China is a communist country, so this
comes as little surprise . Citizens living in
the Land of the Free and the Home of
the Brave are free from such government
intrusion and control - aren't they?

What right-thinking American would
dream that our government would actu-
ally collect information on anyone's pri-
vate attitudes, values and beliefs, and
thus mimic the practice of a totalitarian
regime?

If you think this is impossible, simply
ask to see a copy of a national test your
child will take in school. You will be told
the test is "secure," that the "integrity" of
the test can't be compromised . That be-
cause the test will be used in the future,
you, the parent, may not even visit the
school to read it . In fact, tests "adminis-
tered for evaluation of student perform-
ance" are exempt from parental access
under the Freedom of Information Act .`
And if you request that the school allow
you to see a test, you will come away with
the impression that national security is at
stake .

Why all the hoopla? Nine-year-olds
take these tests! Are schools suggesting
that you will help your children to cheat?
Is that why you can't see your child's test?
Or could there be another reason? Is talk
of test "security" a smokescreen? We
think so, and the remainder of this article
sets out to show you why .



The National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP)

Each year, certain children are selected
to participate in the National Assessment
of Educational Progress (NAEP) . It is a
national test mandated by Congress ; how-
ever, participation by states according to
federal law is voluntary . Many states are
considering using the NAEP as their state
assessment, supplanting norm-referenced
tests and locally or state-developed tests . 3
The NAEP test is called "The Nation's

Report Card ." It assesses subjects such as
reading, writing, mathematics, and other
subjects included in the National Educa-
tion Goals, eight new mandates for educa-
tion reform associated with AMERICA
2000/GOALS 2000 .The NAEP isconducted by
the Commissioner of Education Statistics
under the auspices of a National Assess-
ment Governing Board . The National
Center for Education Statistics (NCES),
under the oversight of the Office of Edu-
cational Research and Improvement
(OERI) in the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, oversees the collection ofNAEPdata .

What Happens
When Johnny Takes The Test?

If your child is one of the students selected to take the test,
a letter from school is likely to come home with your child . It
will read much like the one in Exhibit 1 . Exhibit 1 comes from
page 41 of the NAEP Manual for Assessment Administrators*
which is the instruction book for administering the test . You will
read this letter and probably think nothing of it. There is nothing
in it to set off alarm bells - at least not at first glance . But read
it carefully since we will be referring to it frequently .

Johnny will go to school and be called out of his regular classes
for the test. Johnny and the other selected children will be
assembled in the cafeteria, library or someplace special where
he will be told he is taking a test on reading skills or math. He
will be asked to follow very specific instructions from his princi-
pal, who is usually the person administering the test .

The principal will read from a prepared script, which is a set
of instructions for the children . This is so all children hear the
same instructions according to the NAEP manual. Johnny will
be called when it is his turn to walk up to the principal to get
his test booklet and maybe a pencil, and return to his seat,
keeping his booklet face down . No one has a clue up to this point
that something is amiss - unless one happens to see the script
from which the principal just read . Johnny will complete the test
booklet in the allotted time, the books will be collected, he will

PARENT INFORMATION LETTER

January, 1992

Dear Parent :

Approximately 225 schools per stare including (school) have been selected for
participation in the 1992 National Assessment of Educational Progress, Trial State Assessment .
The National Assessment is a continuing survey of the knowledge, skills, and attitudes of
young Americans and the subjects they are taught in school . This assessment will focus on
mathematics at the eighth-grade level and on reading and mathematics at the fourth-grade
level.

A sample of about 30 students was randomly selected to participate in each assessment
session in our school. The parents of each selected student are receiving this letter to inform
them about the study .

The assessment takes about 1 3/4 hours of a student's time and is confidential . To
ensure confidentiality, National Assessment results are not reported to, or about, individual
students, schools, or districts. Students' names are not recorded on any of the assessment
materials taken from the school or reported in any way . Participation in the program will am
affect your child's grades or progress in school .

The National Assessment of Educational Progress is an important activity to keep us . as
parents and citizens, informed about what American youth are learning. We wanted to inform
you of the survey and let you know that the participation of every selected child is greatly
appreciated .

Cordially,

Exhibit 1

In response to requests from some schools . NAEP has prepared a parental

information letter (shown below) which explains the assessment and its importance . If your school

requires parental notification, you may use or modify the letter as you see fit.

I

go back to class, and no one will be the wiser.

What Is Amiss?
The first obvious indication that something is not quite right

occurs when the children are asked to fill out the questionnaire
which accompanies each test. These questions are referred to
as "background questions ." However, when shown these ques-
tions, parents will furrow their brows and ask what these ques-
tions have to do with math or reading? This proves to be a very
good question .

The NAEP Assessment Administrators Training Example con-
tains explanations of the questions and how to assist the chil-
dren in responding should they have any trouble . As one can
see in Exhibit 2, there are twenty "background questions" (from
pp. READ 5,6, and 7). They accompany each NAEP test, includ-
ing the math test.

The National Assessment Governing Board justifies these
nosy questions this way, "The 'non-cognitive items'-on family
background, teachers . . . form the basis . . . for NAEP's reporting
categories and analyses ." In fact, in this same memo, issued in
July of 1994, NAEP indicates they are considering "a first time
parent questionnaire . . . ." [emphasis added]

Although the controversial parent survey has been aban-
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SECTION 1

This section has 20 qumtiom . Mark your answers in your booklet . Fill in
only one oval for each question .

1 . Which best describes your

O white lnot Hispanic)

CD Black not Hispanic!

CID Hispanic 1-Hispanic" means someone
who is Mexican. Mexican American.
Chicano.Puerto Rican, Cuban . or from
some other Spanish or Hispanic back .
ground .)

iD Asian or Pacific Islander r'Asian a
paging Islander' means someone who
is Chinese . Japanese . Koran . Filipino,
Vietnamese. Asian American, or from
some other Asian a Pacific Island back .
pound .)

m American Indian or Alaskan Native
-Amer can Indian or Alaskan
Native" means someone who u from
one of the American Indian tribes, or
one of the original people of Alaska .)

CDOther (whatf) Write your answer on
the line.	 tent

2. If you are Hispanic. what is your Hispanic
background!

O I am not Hispanic.

iD Meaicano. Mexican American, a
Chicano' .

I (D Puerto Rican

O Cuban

tD Other Spanish or Hispanic
background

	

fri•uu

IS. Within the past two years. how
many times have you chanced
schools because you changed
where you lived!

p None

p One
O Two

cD Three or more

om .

want

READ-'

3 . Were you born in one of the SO states of
the United States. in the District of
Columbia, or in one of the United States
temtonesf

0 Yes

O No

4. How often do the people in your home
speak a language other than English!
IM Never

m Sometimes

tD Always

S. How far in school did your mother go?

O She did not finish high school.

® She graduated from high school .

tD She had some education after high
school .

C She graduated from college .

O I don't know.

6. How fat in school didd your father go?

O He did not finish high school .

CD He graduated from high school .

CD He had some education after high
school .

m He graduated fromcollege .

tD I don't know .

Is . How often do you use a computer
for schoolwork!

O Almost every day

iD Once or twice a week

tD Once or twice a month

tD Never or hardly ever

Seen- I

Exhibit 2
1

s«tien I

7. Does your family get a newspaper
regularly?

0 Yes

O No

© I don't know .

8. Is there an encyclopedia in your home?

O Yes

tD No
iD I don't know

	

n®ma

9. Are there more than 2S books in your
home!

O Yes

O No

m I don't know.

10. Does your family get any magazines
regularly!

O Yes
(D No
(D I don't know

A . GeneralProeeduem

1. Using the Script

You will we one of the scripts in Appendix B at the end of this manual to administer
each session. Since the script for the mathematics session is different from the one (or the reading
session, you must be sure to use the correct script . The script includes :

lama.

fsarsaa

Exhibit 3
TASK3 ADMINISTER THE SESSION

The general procedures for administering the assessment are the same for the reading
and mathematica seaionu although there are a (ew specific differences . The general procedure,
are discussed rust in this section . (allowed by specltc information for each particular session type,

11 . How much television do you usually
watch each day.'

0 None
0 1 hour or less

© 2 hours

O 3 hours

O a hours

O : hours

m 6 hours or mate

12 . How much time do you usually spena an
homework each day+

C I don't usually have homework
assigned.

m I have homework but I don't
usually do it .

T ' i hour or less

CD I hour

CD More than I hour

13 . About how many ;aces a day do
you have to read in school and for
homework!

O More than 20

T 16.20

X 11-13

Q 6-10

0 i or fewer

The script must be read WORD FOR WORD (but with expression) to ensure that ad
sessions are administered uniformly . The only liberty you may take with the script is the very fast
line which reads 'Hello. My name is _' U you feel more comfortable not introducing yoursed
to students who may already know yoµ you may omit this line. The remainder of the script must
be read verbatim, without additions or deletions .

Note that in the Script . instructions to you. the Assessment Administrator. are in bald.
capital letters. Do not read these to the students .

»Y

14. Oid you go to preschool . nursery
School. a day care before
kindergarten?

17 . How often do you discuss things you hose
studied in school with someone as ion

O Almost every day
0 Yes

O Once or twice a week
ts> No

m Once or twice a month
m I don't know foray

O Never or hardly ever

• An introduction to the asteatnent;
16 . From kindergarten through fourth grade .

19 . Does either your mother or your
stepmother live at home with vou' . Instructions for distributing booklets ;for how many grades have you gone to

school in this Stagg! O Yes . Instructions for responding to emended open<nded questions
(D Less than one grade (D No . Instructions for coding a section of the booklet cover ;
p 1 .2 Fades • Directions from the booklets that are read to the students;
® 3 or more grades

	

aawu
20. Does either your father or your

stepfather live at home with you? • The timing of each section ; and
O Yes • Directions for administering the math estimation booklet (math sessions onlrl .

No



doned (for now), it is important to understand what
was proposed. Among other things, NOES wanted to
know :

• How many of the following items are in the
home: color television, telephone, car that
runs, refrigerator, bicycle, vacuum cleaner, mi-
crowave oven, telephone answering machine,
dishwasher, videocassette recorders, stereo
system, cassette recorder .

• Whether the family received income from
stocks, mutual funds, rental property, royalty,
estates, trusts, Social Security, welfare, food
stamps or alimony.

•

	

The family's total combined income .

•

	

Whether there are certain kinds of television
programs the child is not allowed to watch .

•

	

How many books are in the home .

•

	

How often the child sings, dances, plays music
or puts on a show for adults in the family.

•

	

How often the child sees adults in the family
writing, using mathematics or reading . l

The Trouble With Confidentiality
By now some alarm bells should be going off. This

is a congressionally-mandated test . This test is given
by a federal agency. The federal government gets
the results of these tests . And we can assume that
the government isn't asking Johnny if he talks to you
about school just to take up space in the booklet .

But wait, you say, the letter about the test that
came home with Johnny said it was "confidential" .
Well, yes, it did say "confidential ." A quick read
would lead the average reader to believe that no
child's information is linked to him personally in any
way. This, we assert, is the exact illusion NAEP
intends to create .

Look at the letter again . It does not say anony-
mous. It says confidential . There is a significant
difference between confidential and anonymous .
Anonymous means just that - no way to personally
link the individual to the information . Confidential
means that personal identity is linked to the infor-
mation, much like the information kept by your
doctor. It is confidential because only authorized persons have
access to it . In this case, the government thinks you should trust
them to have access to personal information and to act honor-
ably with it.

Note also in the parent information letter the statement : "To
ensure confidentiality, National Assessment results are not
reported to, or about, individual students, school, or districts ."
The key word here is "reported ." There is a vast difference

[NOTE: INSTRUCTIONS TO THE ASSESSMENT ADMINISTRATOR ARE IN BOLD
CAPITAL LETTERS AND SHOULD NOT BE READ TO THE STUDENTS.)

INTRODUCTION

DISTRIBUTE
MATERIALS

CODING THE
BOOKLET COVER

BOOKLET
DIRECTIONS

Exhibit 4

4th GRADE
READING SESSION SCRIPT

(Hello. My name is (YOUR NAME) . Today you will be
participating in a special study on American education . The study is
called the National Assessment of Educational Progress, and it
involves thousands of students your age from schools across the
country. I want to begin by telling you the purpose of this study and
explaining how the results will be used. To make sure that all
students are told the same thing, I will be reading to you from this
script.

The National Assessment of Educational Progress is sponsored by
the U.S . government. Its goal is to find out what students your age
know and can do in different school subjects. In the next 90
minutes. you will be asked to show how well you can understand
what you read. You will also be asked questions about yourself and
your school experience.

When the study is over, your answers will be combined with
information from other students all over the country . The results
will help government leaders, school administrators, and teachers to
determine what students are learning . Because the study will have
an impact on schools and students all over the country, we hope that
you will do the best that you can .

Now I would like to give you the things you will be using. Before I
hand out your materials, please clear your desks . As I call your
name, please come forward to get a booklet and pencil . After you
get your booklet, turn it face down on your desk and do not open it
until I tell you to . If you need another pencil after we begin, please
raise your hand .

READ STUDENTS' NAMES FROM ADMINISTRATION
SCHEDULE. DISTRIBUTE BOOKLETS AND PENCILS.
RECORD A".1" OR "A' IN PRESENT OR ABSENT COLUMN OF
THE ADMINISTRATION SCHEDULE. DOUBLE-CHECK THAT
THE STUDENT'S NAME ON THE ADMINISTRATION
SCHEDULE MATCHES THE NAME ON THE POST-IT FOR
EACH STUDENT. REMOVE POST-IT BEFORE GIVING
MATERIALS TO STUDENT.
Please turn your booklet over . Code your grade, birth date, sex, and
zip code in the box at the top of the booklet . Write '4' in the box
labeled 'Grade. Then fill in the oval next to the number in the grid
below the box. In the box labeled 'Birthday", write the month and
year you were born and fill in the correct ovals . Next, write 'M' for
male or 'P for female in the box labeled 'Sex' and fill in the correct
oval. In the box labeled zip code, write the zip code of your home
address. Be sure to fill in the ovals completely .

WRITE THE SCHOOL'S NAEP ID NUMBER ON THE
BLACKBOARD. Next, write this number (REPEAT NUMBER) in
the boxes labeled 'School number' and fill in the corresponding
ovals below the boxes .

Now turn your book over and open it to the Directions on the first
page. Read them to yourself as I read them out loud.

SHOW DIRECTIONS ON THE NEXT PACE OF THIS SCRIPT.
READ ALL THE DIRECTIONS, EXAMPLES, AND ANSWERS
VERBATIM AND SLOWLY.
DO NOT ADMIT ANY MORE STUDENTS TO THE SESSION.

between reporting data and collecting data . NAEP is not saying
they are not collecting data on individual children ; they are
saying that they do not report the data with individual identity
attached . Technically, in terms of the wording of the letter, they
are not lying. They rely on the hope that the parent will not
know the true meaning of the words chosen .
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